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strings. The two ships were abreast of each other
and no more than a few yards apart before the
Constitution returned the cannonade that thundered
from every gun port of her adversary.

Within ten minutes the Guerrwre's mizzenmast
was knocked over the side and her hull was shat-
tered by the accurate fire of the Yankee gunners,
who were trained to shoot on the downward roll of
their ship and so smash below the water line. Al-
most unhurt, the Constitution moved ahead and
fearfully raked the enemy's deck before the ships
fouled each other. They drifted apart before the
boarders could undertake their bloody business,
and then the remaining masts of the British frigate
toppled overside and she was a helpless wreck.
Seventy-nine of her crew were dead or wounded
and the ship was sinking beneath their feet. Cap-
tain Isaac Hull could truthfully report: "In less
than thirty minutes from the time we got alongside
of the enemy she was left without a spar standing,
and the hull cut to pieces in such a manner as to
make it difficult to keep her above water."

Captain Dacres struck his flag, and the American
sailors who went aboard found the guns dis-
mounted, the dead and dying scattered amid a
wild tangle of spars and rigging, and great holes